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In the �ve weeks since Rory McIlroy held 
o� Scottie Sche�er for another Masters 
title, golf no longer seems to be a two-

man show.
 More stars are beginning to emerge.
 Cameron Young, who earned his signature win at �e 

Players Championship going into the Masters, played three 
rounds with Sche�er and beat him by six shots in a signature 
event at Doral.

 Matt Fitzpatrick beat Sche�er in a playo� at another 
signature event, the RBC Heritage, and then teamed with 
brother Alex to win in New Orleans.

 �ey all are part of the strongest �eld in golf 
— everyone from the top 100 in the world — 
who gather at Aronimink Golf Club outside 
Philadelphia for the 108th edition of the PGA 
Championship on May 14-17.

 Young and Fitzpatrick keep giving 
themselves chances. Sche�er comes into the 
PGA Championship o� three consecutive 
runner-up �nishes. McIlroy no longer wonders 
what will go wrong, only what can go right.

 “I’m excited for the road ahead,” 
McIlroy said. “I’m excited for 
Aronimink, Shinnecock (U.S. 
Open), Birkdale (British 
Open). I feel like if anything 
I’m more motivated a�er 
what happened at Augusta 
this year than I’ve ever been.”

 
PGA IDENTITY IS VARIETY
 A�er all these years, 

the PGA Championship is 
discovering its identity among 
the four majors. It’s the one with 
no identity at all.

 Players know what to expect at 
Augusta National and with links golf at 
the British Open. �e U.S. Open typically 
is the toughest test with narrow fairways 
and �rm greens. Only at the PGA 
Championship, held on 75 courses over 
108 championships, is there something 
new. 

“�at variety of traditional courses, new courses, middle-
aged courses, it’s unique and di�erent,” said Kerry Haigh, 
the PGA’s championships director in charge of presenting 
the test. “�at’s what our identity is. Every year is a di�erent 
challenge, a di�erent venue, a di�erent corner of the country.”

 ARONIMINK FINALLY GETS ANOTHER PGA
 �e PGA Championship returns to Aronimink for the 

�rst time since Gary Player won his �rst Wanamaker Trophy 
in 1962. Donald Ross designed Aronimink, and Gil Hanse 
and Jim Wagner did restoration work about a decade ago. It 
features bunker complexes along the fairways and surprising 
elevation. �e last time it hosted the top men was the BMW 
Championship in 2018, when Keegan Bradley won over 
Justin Rose in a playo�.

 Aronimink was scheduled to host the 1993 Championship. 
But the PGA of America required a diverse membership 

coming o� the Shoal Creek controversy in 1990. Aronimink 
had a seven-year waiting list and said it could not have a 

Black member by then. �e club wound up waiting 33 
years.

 
THE SLAM

 For the second year in a row, two grand slams are 
part of the conversation at the PGA Championship. 

�e more likely one is Jordan Spieth, who tries 
for the 10th time to get the �nal leg of 

the career Grand Slam. But he has gone 
three years since his last win, and he has 
never �nished closer than six shots in 
the PGA when the Grand Slam was at 
stake.

 �e other is McIlroy and the 
calendar slam, and the odds are higher 
to win all four in the same year. Spieth 
in 2015 is the last player to win the �rst 

two majors of the year.
 

BUSY STRETCH
 Don’t be surprised if some of the top 

players are running on fumes. With 
the addition of another $20 million 
signature event, the PGA Championship 
concludes a six-week stretch of three 

signature events and two majors. McIlroy 
missed two signature events during his 
three-week break a�er the Masters. 
Young and Fitzpatrick will have played 
�ve of the six.
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STAR 
POWER FACTS & FIGURES

Event: 108th PGA Championship 
Dates: May 14-17
Site: Aronimink Golf Club near 
Philadelphia
Length: 7,394 yards
Par: 70
Field: 156 players
Prize money: TBA ($19 million 
in 2025). Winner’s share: TBA 
($3,420,000 in 2025).
Last year: Scottie Sche�er lost a 
�ve-shot lead on the front nine and 
wound up winning by �ve shots by 
closing with an even-par 71. The two-
time Masters champion became the 
�rst player since Seve Ballesteros to 
win his �rst three majors by three 
shots or more.
Last major at Aronimink: Gary Player 
won by one shot over Bob Goalby for 
his �rst PGA Championship in 1962.
Previous winners at Aronimink: 
Sei Young Kim (2020 KPMG Women’s 
PGA), Keegan Bradley (2018 BMW 
Championship), Nick Watney (2011 
AT&T National), Justin Rose (2010 
AT&T National), John Jacobs (2003 
Senior PGA Championship).
The odds: Scottie Sche�er (+400), 
Rory McIlroy (+750), Cameron Young 
(+1400), Jon Rahm and Xander 
Schau�ele (+1600).
Calendar Grand Slam: Masters 
champion Rory McIlroy can become 
the �fth player since 1960 to win the 
�rst two majors of the year.
Career Grand Slam: Jordan Spieth 
tries for the 10th time to complete 
the career Grand Slam at the PGA 
Championship. Of the six men with all 
four majors, none got the �nal leg at 
the PGA Championship.
Key statistic: Americans have won 
the PGA Championship the last 10 
times, the longest such streak of any 
major.
Noteworthy: The PGA 
Championship has been held at 75 
golf courses in 26 states.
Television (all times EDT): Thursday-
Friday, 7 a.m. to noon (ESPN+), noon 
to 7 p.m. (ESPN); Saturday-Sunday, 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. (ESPN+), 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (ESPN), 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. (CBS and 
Paramount+).

 CAMERON YOUNG,  
USA

Age: 29
World ranking: 3
Worldwide wins: 3
Majors: None.
Best PGA Champion-
ship �nish: Tied for third 
in 2022 at Southern Hills
Backspin: Young was 
contending in majors 
before he started win-
ning. His two wins this 
year came in a duel with 
Matt Fitzpatrick at The 
Players Championship 
and a six-shot margin 
at Doral while playing 
three of the four rounds 
with Scottie Sche�er. 
He’s comfortable on a 
big stage.

RORY McILROY,  
NORTHERN IRELAND

Age: 37
World ranking: 2
Worldwide wins: 42
Majors: Masters (2025, 
2026), PGA Championship 
(2012, 2014), U.S. Open 
(2011), British Open (2014).
Best PGA Champion-
ship �nish: Won at Kiawah 
Island in 2012 and at Val-
halla in 2014.
Backspin: He goes for the 
second leg of the calen-
dar Grand Slam for the sec-
ond year in a row as the 
Masters champion. McIl-
roy took three weeks o� 
after winning the Masters 
before returning at the Tru-
ist Championship.

JORDAN SPIETH,  
USA

Age: 32
World ranking: 50
Worldwide wins: 16
Majors: Masters (2015), 
U.S. Open (2015), British 
Open (2017).
Best PGA Champion-
ship �nish: Runner-up 
to Jason Day at Whistling 
Straits in 2015.
Backspin: This will be 
his 10th attempt at com-
pleting the career Grand 
Slam. He has been on 
the fringe of contention 
most of the year. A native 
Texan, both of Spieth’s 
parents grew up in the 
Philadelphia area.

MATT FITZPATRICK, 
ENGLAND

Age: 31
World ranking: 4
Worldwide wins: 14
Majors: U.S. Open (2022)
Best PGA Championship 
�nish: Tied for �fth in 2022 at 
Southern Hills.
Backspin: He is one of the 
hottest players in golf with a 
runner-up �nish at The Play-
ers Championship and vic-
tories at the Valspar Cham-
pionship, RBC Heritage and 
Zurich Classic of New Orleans 
with brother Alex. The last 
Englishman to win the PGA 
was Jim Barnes in 1919.

XANDER SCHAUFFELE,  
USA

Age: 32
World ranking: 10
Worldwide wins: 12
Majors: PGA Championship 
(2024), British Open (2024).
Best PGA Championship 
�nish: Won at Valhalla in 
2024.
Backspin: While he hasn’t 
won this year, Schau�ele has 
�nished in the top 10 in �ve 
of his last six starts dating to 
Riviera. His game has been 
suited for the majors since his 
rookie season. He has 18 top 
10s out of 35 majors.

SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER,  
USA

Age: 29
World ranking: 1
Worldwide wins: 23
Majors: Masters (2022, 
2024), PGA Championship 
(2025), British Open (2025)
Best PGA Championship 
�nish: Won at Quail Hol-
low in 2025.
Backspin: His only vic-
tory was his �rst start of 
the year in The Ameri-
can Express. He goes into 
Aronimink with a week o� 
and three runner-up �n-
ishes behind him. Will try 
to join Brooks Koepka and 
Tiger Woods as the only 
back-to-back PGA cham-
pions in stroke play.

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Strongest �eld in golf in the spotlight at PGA Championship 
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